
A Long Way from Chicago: A Novel in Stories                            
(J PEC, J FIC CD PEC)                                                                     
By Richard Peck 
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois 
with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their 
larger-than-life grandmother. 
 
 
The Secret Horses of Briar Hill  (J SHE) 
By: Megan Shepard 
A girl living in a children's hospital during World War II 
discovers that a winged horse has entered her world and 
needs her help.  
 
Making Friends with Billy Wong (J SCA) 
By Augusta Scattergood 
In the summer of 1952 eleven-year-old Azalea is sent to 
Arkansas to help out her grandmother.  There she meets 
Billy Wong, a Chinese-American boy whose uncle owns 
the local grocery store.  When both become frustrated by 
the overt prejudice of the local children, the two begin to 
forge a friendship. 
 

Hitler’s Canary (J TOK)  
By Sandi Toksvig 
Ten-year-old Bamse and his Jewish friend Anton live in 
Denmark in the 1940’s during the German occupation.  
Bamse hears on the BBC radio that the Danes are caged 
like Hitler’s canary and sing any tune he wants.  He must 
decide should he not stir up trouble, or should he follow 
his brother into the Resistance and take part in the most 
demanding role of his life? 
 
Moon Over Manifest (J VAN, J FIC CD VAN) 
By Clare Vanderpool 
Twelve-year-old Abilene is the daughter of a drifter who, 
in the Summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old 
friend in Manifest, Kansas. 
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Chains (J AND) 
By Laurie Halse Anderson 
Seeds of America; Bk 1 
At the start of the Revolutionary War, Isabel is sold to a 
cruel loyalist family, even though she has been promised 
freedom by her former owner.  Soon faced with the 
choice of working for or against the British, Isabel 
chooses to work with anyone who can help her. 
 
A  Gathering of Days: A New England  Girl’s Journal  
(J BLO) 
By Joan Blos 
A thirteen-year-old girl living in 1830’s New Hampshire 
keeps a diary as she faces adjusting to a new step-
mother and the death of her best friend. 
 
Al Capone Does My Shirts (J CHO) 
By Gennifer Choldenko                                                   
Tales from Alcatraz; Bk 1 
A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz 
Island in 1935. 
 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham—1963   
(J  CUR, J FIC CD CUR) 
By Christopher Paul Curtis 
A family’s life is changed after they visit Grandma in  
Alabama in 1963. 
 
The Midwife’s Apprentice (J CUS) 
By Karen Cushman 
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken 
in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and in spite of 
obstacles  and hardship, eventually  gains the three 
things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, 
and a place in this world. 
 
A Diamond in the Desert  (J FIT) 
By Kathryn Fitzmaurice 
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, a boy and his family 
are sent to the Gila River Relocation Center in Arizona 
where a fellow prisoner starts a baseball team.  
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The Red Umbrella (J GON) 
By Christina Diaz Gonzalez 
In 1961 after Castro has come to power in Cuba, fourteen-
year-old Lucia and her seven-year-old brother are sent to 
the U.S. when her parents fear that the children will be 
taken away from them as others have been.  
 
Beyond the Bright Sea (J WOL) 
By Lauren Wolk 
Twelve-year-old orphan Crow embarks on a journey to 
discover who her parents were and why they abandoned 
her as an infant.  
 
Out of the Dust (J HES, J FIC CD HES)  
By Karen Hesse 
In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the 
hardships of living on her family’s wheat farm in Oklahoma 
During the dust bowl years of the Depression. 
 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate (J KEL) 
By Jacqueline Kelly 
In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is 
instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love 
from the older three of her six brothers, and studies the 
natural world with her grandfather.  
 
A Million Shades of Gray (J KAD) 
By Cynthia Kadohata 
In 1975 after American troops pull out of Vietnam, a 
thirteen-year-old boy and his beloved elephant escape into 
the jungle when the Viet Cong attack his village. 
 
Rifles for Watie  (J KEI) 
By Harold Keith 
In 1861 Kansas, sixteen-year-old Jeff Bussey is thrilled to join 
the Union army so he can fight against the Confederates, 
but he faces a difficult decision when he is sent to infiltrate 
enemy forces as a spy. 
 
The Trumpeter of Krakow (J KEL) 
By Eric Kelly 
In 15th century Poland, mystery surrounds a precious jewel 
and a young patriot who watches over it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Audacity Jones to the Rescue  (J LAR) 
By Kirby Larson 
In 1910, an eleven-year-old orphan finds herself involved in 
a dangerous plot against the president of the United States. 
 
The Friendship Doll (J LAR) 
By Kirby Larson 
Throughout the twentieth century, Miss Kanagawa, one of 
58 dolls made to serve as ambassadors from Japan to the 
United States, travels the country learning to love while 
changing the lives of those who need her. 
 
Number the Stars (J LOW, J FIC CD LOW) 
By Lois Lowry 
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, a ten-
year-old girl helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. 
 
Zora and Me 
(J BON) 
By Victoria Bond 
This fictionalized account of Zora Neale Hurston's childhood 
with her best friend Carrie, in Eatonville, Florida, shares 
their learning about life, death, and the differences be-
tween truth, lies, and pretending.  
 
The Dreamer (J RYA) 
By Pam Muñoz Ryan  
This book is a fictionalized biography of the Nobel Prize-
winning Chilean poet Pablo Neruda, who grew up a painful-
ly shy child ridiculed by his overbearing father, but who 
became one of the most widely read poets in the world.  
 
Sarah, Plain and Tall (J MAC) 
By Patricia MacLachlan 
A heartwarming story about two children whose lives are 
changed forever when their widowed papa advertises for a 
mail-order bride.  When Sarah from Maine answers the ad 
she brings gifts from the sea, a cat and singing and laughter 
to the quiet house.  Will she like it enough to stay?   
 
Scar: A Revolutionary War Tale (J MAN) 
By Jennifer Ann Mann 
Sixteen-year-old Noah Daniels, unable to enlist in George 
Washington’s Continental Army due to an accident,  is 
forced to watch the Revolution from his family’s farm in 
New York.  
 
Anne of Green  Gables  (J MON) 
By L. M. Montgomery 
Anne of Green Gables; BK1 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent to live with a lone-
ly, middle-aged brother & sister on a Prince Edward Island 
farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression.  
 
  


