
Juvenile Fiction  
Crenshaw (J APP) 
By Katherine Applegate 
Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. 
There's not much money for rent and food. They 
may have to live in their minivan. Again. Crenshaw 
is a large, outspoken, and imaginary cat. Can an 
imaginary friend be enough to save this family from 
losing everything? 

 
The Thing About Jellyfish (J BEN) 
By Ali Benjamin 
12 year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over the 
loss of her best friend by investigating the rare jellyfish she is  
convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 

 
Because of Mr. Terupt (J BUY)  
By Rib Buyea 
Mr. Terupt; Bk 1  
Several 5th graders at Snow Hill School in Connecticut relate how 
their lives are changed for the better by "rookie teacher"  
Mr. Terupt. 
 

Dream On, Amber (J SHE)  
By: Emma Sheva 
 Amber's Japanese father left when she 
was little and her sister, Bella, was just a 
baby, so now she fills in the frustrating 
gap in her life with imagined conversa-
tions and writes letters to Bella that seem 
to come from their father.  
 
Planet Tad (J CAR) 
By Tim Carvell  
12 year-old Tad navigates a year filled with girl problems, school 
antics, and the worst summer job in history, all told in the form of 
hilarious, illustrated blog entries. 
 
The Lemonade War (J DAV)  
By Jacqueline Davies 
The Lemonade War; Bk 1 
Evan and his younger sister, Jessie, react differently about being in 
the same class for 4th grade and as the end of summer approaches, 
they battle it out through lemonade stands, each trying to be the 
first to earn $100.  
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Ways to Live Forever (J NIC) 
By Sally Nicholls 
11 year-old Sam, who has leukemia, writes a book during the last 
months of his life, in which he tells about what he would like to 
accomplish, how he feels, and things that have happened to him. 

 
Lawn Boy (J PAU) 
By Gary Paulsen 
Things get out of hand for a 12 year-old boy 
when a neighbor convinces him to expand his 
summer lawn mowing business. 

 
Big Nate in a Class By Himself (J PEI)  
By Lincoln Peirce  
Big Nate Novels; Bk 1 
Supremely confident Nate Wright manages make getting detention 
from every one of his teachers in the same day seem like an 
achievement. 
 

Short (J SLO) 
By: Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Very short for her age, Julia grows into her sense of self while play-
ing a munchkin in a summer regional theater production of THE 
WIZARD OF OZ.  
 
Summer of the Gypsy Moths (J PEN) 
By Sara Pennypacker 
A foster child named Angel and 12 year-old Stella, 
who are living with Stella's great-aunt Louise on 
Cape Cod, secretly assume  
responsibility for the vacation rentals when Louise 
unexpectedly dies and the girls are afraid of being 
returned to foster care. 
 

Glory Be (J SCA) 
By Augusta Scattergood 
In the summer of 1964 as she is about to turn 12, Glory's town in 
Mississippi, has racial tension when town leaders close her beloved 
public pool rather than desegregating it. 

 
Liar & Spy (J STE) 
By Rebecca Stead 
7th grader George adjusts to moving from a house to an apart-
ment, his father's efforts to start a new business, his mother's extra 
shifts as a nurse, being picked on at school, and Safer, a boy who 
wants his help spying on another resident of their building. 

 
Feathers (J WOO) 
By Jacqueline Woodson 
When a new, white student nicknamed "The  
Jesus Boy" joins her 6th grade class in 1971,  
Frannie's growing friendship with him makes her 
start to see some things in a new light. 
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Out of My Mind (J DRA) 
By Sharon M. Draper 
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient 
5th grader with cerebral palsy discovers a technological device that 
will allow her to speak for the first time. 
 
Mockingbird (J ERS) 
By Kathryn Erskine 
10 year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger's Syndrome, 
struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, 
and make friends at school, while at home she 
seeks closure by working on a project with her 
father. 
 
The Mother-Daughter Book Club (J FRE)  
By Heather Vogel Frederick 
The Mother-Daughter Book Club; Bk 1 
When the mothers of four 6th grade girls with very different  
personalities pressure them into forming a book club, they find, as 
they read and discuss "Little Women," that they have much more in 
common than they could have imagined. 
 
How to Survive Middle School (J GEP) 
By Donna Gephart 
When 13 year-old David Greenberg's best friend makes the start of 
middle school even worse than he feared it could be, David  
becomes friends with Sophie, who shares his love of television 
shows and posts one of their skits on YouTube, making them wildly 
popular--online, at least. 

 
George (J GIN) 
By Alex Gino 
When people look at George, they think they see a 
boy. She knows she's not a boy. She knows she's a 
girl. George thinks she'll have to keep this a secret 
forever. Then her teacher announces that their 
class play is going to be Charlotte's Web. George 
really, really, REALLY wants to play Charlotte. Her 
teacher says she can't even try out for the part . . . 
because she's a boy. With the help of her best friend, Kelly, they 
come up with a plan.  

 
Lost in the Sun (J GRA) 
By Lisa Graff 
As Trent Zimmerman struggles to move past a traumatic event that 
took place several months earlier, he befriends class outcast Fallon 
Little, who helps him understand that he can move on. 
 

Hoot (J HIA) 
By Carl Hiaasen 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved 
in another boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a 
proposed construction site. 

 
Fish in a Tree (J HUN) 
By Lynda Mullaly Hunt 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out 
she is as dumb as they think she is because she 
still doesn't know how to read.  
 

 
 

The Popularity Papers: Research for the Social Improvement 
and General Betterment of Lydia Goldblatt & Julie Graham-
Chang (J IGN)  
By Amy Ignatow 
The Popularity Papers; Bk 1  
Two best friends embark on a project to study the behavior and 
taste of the popular girls at their elementary school so that by the 
time they get to middle school they too will be in the right crowd. 
Novel appears in the form of a scrapbook. 

 
Small as an Elephant (J JAC) 
By Jennifer Jacobson  
Abandoned by his mother in an Acadia National Park campground, 
Jack tries to make his way back to Boston before anyone figures out 
what is going on, with only a small toy elephant for company. 
 

Schooled (J KOR) 
By Gordon Korman 
Homeschooled by his hippie grandma, Cap has  
never watched TV, tasted pizza, or even heard of a 
wedgie. But when his grandma lands in the  
hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a guidance 
counselor and attend the local school. While Cap 
knows a lot about tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no 
education could prepare him for the politics of public school. 

 
Listen, Slowly (J LAI) 
By Thanhha Lai 
Assisting her grandmother's investigation of her grandfather's fate 
during the Vietnam War, Mai struggles to adapt to an unfamiliar 
culture while redefining her sense of family. 
 

A Dog Called Homeless (J LEA) 
By Sarah Lean 
5th grader Cally Louise Fisher stops talking, partly because her  
dad and brother never speak of her mom who died a year  
earlier, but visions of mom, friendships with a homeless man and a 
disabled boy, and a huge dog ensure that she’s still around.  

 
Rules (J LOR) 
By Cynthia Lord 
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, 12 year-
old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her 
world is further complicated by a friendship with a 
young paraplegic. 

 
Rain Reign (J MAR) 
By Anne M. Martin  
Struggling with Asperger's, Rose shares a bond with her beloved 
dog, but when the dog goes missing during a storm, Rose is forced 
to confront the limits of her comfort levels, even if it means leaving 
her routines in order to search for her pet. 
 
Luv Ya Bunches (J MYR) 
By Lauren Myracle 
Flower Power; Bk 1 
4 friends--each named after a flower--navigate the ups and downs 
of 5th grade. Told through text messages, blog posts, screenplay, 
and straight narrative. 
 

 


