
The Thickety: The Path Begins  (J WHI) 
By: J. A. White 
The Thickety; Bk 1 
When twelve-year-old Kara discovers what she thinks is her 
mother’s grimoire in the dangerous forest, she must decide 
if she’ll use it, even though such magic is forbidden  
 
Deep and Dark and Dangerous  (J HAH) 
By: Mary Downing Hahn 
When thirteen-year-old Ali spends the summer with her 
aunt and cousin at the family's vacation home, she 
stumbles upon a secret that her mother and aunt have 
been hiding for over thirty years.  
 
Home Sweet Horror (J PRE) 
By James Preller 
After the death of his mother, eight-year-old Liam and his 
father and sister move to a new house for a fresh start, but 
Liam soon discovers that the old house is haunted.  
 
Fuzzy Mud (J SAC, J FIC CD SAC) 
By Louis Sachar 
Two middle-grade kids take a shortcut home from school 
and discover what looks like fuzzy mud but is actually a 
substance with the potential to wreak havoc on the entire 
world. 
 
Thirteen Chairs (J SHE) 
By Dave Shelton 
When Jack enters the deserted house in his neighborhood, 
he finds a group of people who invite him to take the 
thirteenth chair in the room and share a story--in the house 
where the ghosts meet.  
 
Nightmares! (J SEG, J FIC CD SEG) 
By Jason Segel 
Twelve-year-old Charlie and his friends must stop 
nightmares from taking over their town before it's too late. 
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The Night Gardener (J AUX) 
By Jonathan Auxier 
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to 
England to work as servants in a crumbling manor house 
where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon 
the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and 
secrets of the cursed house.  
 
The Seer of Shadows (J AVI) 
By Avi 
In New York City in 1872, fourteen-year-old Horace, a 
photographer's apprentice, becomes entangled in a plot 
to create fraudulent spirit photographs, but when 
Horace accidentally frees the real ghost of a dead girl 
bent on revenge, his life takes a frightening turn.  
 
Zombie Baseball Beatdown (J BAC) 
By Paolo Bacigalupi 
While practicing for their next baseball game, thirteen 
year old friends Rabi, Miguel, and Joe discover that the 
nefarious activities of the meatpacking plant have 
caused cows to turn into zombies.  
 
Serafina and the Black Cloak (J BEA)   
By Robert Beaty 
In 1899, a twelve-year-old rat catcher on North 
Carolina's Biltmore estate teams up with the estate 
owner's young nephew to battle a great evil and, in the 
process, unlocks the puzzle of her past.  
 
Doll Bones (J BLA, J FIC CD BLA) 
By Holly Black 
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania 
middle school who have long enjoyed acting out 
imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, 
embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made 
from the ashes of a dead girl.  
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The Riverman(J STA) 
By Aaron Starmer 
The Riverman Trilogy; Bk 1 
Fiona claims she is visiting a parallel universe, where a 
nefarious being called the Riverman is stealing the souls of 
children, and she fears her soul may be next. The plot 
contains violence with satanic overtones.  
 
Ghost Knight (J FUN, J FIC CD FUN) 
By Cornelia Funke 

Eleven-year-old Jon Whitcroft and new friend Ella summon 
the ghost of Sir William Longspee, who may be able to 
protect Jon from the group of ghosts that threaten him 
from the day he arrives at Salisbury Cathedral's boarding 
school.  
 
The Graveyard Book (J GAI) 
By Neil Gaiman 
Nobody Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been 
raised by ghosts and other denizens of the graveyard. 
 
A Tale Dark and Grimm (J GID) 
By Adam Gidwitz 
Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own 
story and into eight more tales, encountering such wicked 
creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and other 
helpful folk.  
 
The Smoky Corridor (J GRA) 
By Chris Grabenstein 
With the help of his stepmother, his dog Zipper, and new 
friend Malik, Zack Jennings faces ghosts and zombies at his 
new middle school, which is said to house a lost 
Confederate treasure.  
 
All the Lovely Bad Ones: A Ghost Story (J HAH) 
By Mary Downing Hahn 
While spending the summer at their grandmother's 
Vermont inn, two prankster siblings awaken young ghosts 
from the inn's distant past who refuse to "rest in peace."  
 
Half Minute Horrors (J HAL) 
An anthology of very short, scary stories by an assortment 
of authors and illustrators including Chris Raschka, Joyce 
Carol Oates, Neil Gaiman, Jack Gantos, and Lane Smith.  

Mothman’s Curse (J HAY) 
By Christine Hayes 
When Josie and her brother Fox discover the truth behind 
the legend of the Mothman, they must stop a disaster in 
order to break the curse that has been afflicting their town. 
 
Elevator Ghost (J HUS) 
By Glen Huser 
Quirky babysitter Carolina Giddle moves into the Blatchford 
Arms, a spooky apartment building rumoured to be haunt-
ed, and enchants her young charges with ghost stories that 
they find eerily familiar.  
 
How to Catch a Bogle  (J JIN) 
By Catherine Jinks 
In 1870s London, a young orphan girl becomes the  
apprentice to a man who traps monsters for a living.  
 
Hoodoo (J SMI) 
By Ronald L. Smith 
In 1930s Alabama, 12-year-old Hoodoo is the only member 
of his family who seems unable to practice folk magic. But 
when a mysterious man called the Stranger puts the entire 
town at risk from his black magic, Hoodoo must learn to 
conjure to defeat him.  
 
The Girl Behind the Glass (J KEL) 
By Jane Kelley 
Moving from Brooklyn to a rental house in the country 
strains the relationship between eleven-year-old identical 
twins Hannah and Anna Zimmer, a situation made worse by 
the ghost of a girl who is trapped in the house because of 
problems with her own sister eighty years before.  
 
Wavering Werewolf: A Monsterific Tale (J LUB) 
By David Lubar 
Like other students at Washington Irving Elementary 
School, Norman has literally become a monster but after 
learning how to return to normal, he is not sure he wants 
to give up being a werewolf. 
 
My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish (J OHA) 
By Mo O’Hara 
When Tom's big brother decides to become an Evil Scien-
tist, his first experiment involves dunking Frankie the gold-
fish into toxic green gunk. To save Frankie, Tom zaps him 
with a battery to bring him back to life, but there's some-
thing weird about the new Frankie. He's now a big fat zom-


