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Preparing For Court 
The guide Legal Sources: Finding the Law covered how to find and understand the substance of the law. This 

guide will largely cover the procedural aspect of engaging in litigation. The first part will show you how to find 

legal representation, both paid and pro bono (free). The second will cover how to find self-help resources for 

those currently representing themselves in a lawsuit. Note also the supplement Pro-Bono Firms. 

 

Finding a Lawyer 
Martindale-Hubbell Attorney Directory (www.lawyers.com) 

For over 140 years this directory has been providing not just bare contact information for lawyers and 

law firms, but evaluative information, in the form of client and peer reviews. As a last check, use the 

Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission (below) for the most current licensing and 

malpractice insurance status. 

 

Illinois Lawyer Finder (http://www.illinoislawyerfinder.com) 

This is the Illinois Bar Association’s directory of its members in good standing. All entries must have 

malpractice insurance and have a valid license to be included. Searching is limited to practice area and 

location, but a link is provided to the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission (below) for 

name searches. 

 

Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission (www.iardc.org/index.html) 

This is the agency mentioned in the previous two entries that, under the aegis of the Illinois Supreme 

Court, licenses and disciplines attorneys. Complaints can be filed here, but just as importantly, a 

lawyer’s history with the commission can be looked up. This site has the most up-to-date, complete 

information of this type. 

 

Southwest Bar Association (southwestbar.org/find-lawyer, 708-371-4930) 

The local Southwest Bar Association can help you find lawyers in the immediate area, both paid and pro 

bono. The Web site has a directory of all members. To take advantage of the pro bono program, go in 

person to the Fifth Municipal District Courthouse located at 10220 S. 76th Avenue, Bridgeview any 

Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. Keep in mind that it is not guaranteed that a member lawyer 

will represent you. 

 

Justia Cook County  Pro Bono Directory (www.justia.com/lawyers/illinois/cook-county/legal-aid-and-pro-

bono-services) 

These programs provide free legal services for people (usually those earning less than 125% of federal 

poverty level). 

 

Illinois Legal Aid Online Directory of Pro Bono Programs (https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/get-legal-help) 

This organization helps connect you with free legal help with an online interactive form on the Web site. 
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Representing Yourself 
Representing oneself in court (pro se representation) is becoming more common, not just in small claims court, 

but in other areas, such as family law. 

Small Claims Court 
There are two forms of this type of court in Cook County, the regular Small Claims Court located in every 

district of the Circuit Court, and the Pro Se Court, located downtown. They are similar in that they have a 

simplified, informal way of operating that is conducive to the settling of disputes without the use of attorneys. 

 

Cook County Small Claims Court 

You can bring a variety of cases to this court, but you can only ask the court for money damages ($10,000 

limit), not equitable relief (i.e. can’t ask the court to order the defendant to perform an action). You can actually 

have a lawyer represent you in court, though this is not the norm. The defendant may hire counsel, and, in fact 

must, if the defendant is a corporation. The case must be brought in the district where the transaction/event 

occurred or where the defendant resides. See this link (www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/suing-

someone-10000-or-less) for invaluable information from Illinois Legal Aid Online on this topic. 

 

Pro Se Court 

(www.cookcountycourt.org/ABOUTTHECOURT/MunicipalDepartment/FirstMunicipalDistrictChicago/ProSeS

mallClaimsCourt.aspx) 

This court is similar to the above court, but has only location (Daley Center) and is limited to $3000 in 

damages. Also, a plaintiff can’t retain counsel unless the defendant does. There is a Pro Se Court Help Desk 

(http://www.cookcountycourt.org/FORPEOPLEWITHOUTLAWYERS/HelpDesksintheCourthouse/tabid/818/c

id/222/smid/2897/tmid/2803/Default.aspx) to assist you in bringing an action  

 

Resources 
Illinois State Supreme Court Standardized Forms (www.illinoiscourts.gov/Forms/forms.asp) 

Most of the forms you will need to file can be found here. 

 

Clerk of The Circuit Court of CookCounty (www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/NewWebsite) 

This is where you will file your court papers and look up case information. Also, here you will find most 

of the forms that are not available on the above site. 

 

Cook County Circuit Court Help Desks 

(http://www.cookcountycourt.org/FORPEOPLEWITHOUTLAWYERS/HelpDesksintheCourthouse.aspx) 

Those representing themselves can get free help from one of several help desks run by the court. 

 

Cook County Law Library (www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/law-library) 

This is another resource for self-helpers looking not only for help with the procedural aspects of their 

case, but the substantive as well (see another guide in this series, Legal Sources: Finding The Law.) The 

nearest branch is in the Bridgeview Courthouse (10220 S. 76th Avenue, Bridgeview, IL, 708-974-6201) 

 

Illinois Legal Aid Online  (www.illinoislegalaid.org) 

As mentioned above, this organization provides full-spectrum help for self-representing people. You 

may contact them through their Web site. 

 

CARPLS (www.carpls.org) (312-738-9200) 

Although they won’t represent you in court, CARPLS will provide you with free legal advice. 

https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/suing-someone-10000-or-less
http://www.cookcountycourt.org/ABOUTTHECOURT/MunicipalDepartment/FirstMunicipalDistrictChicago/ProSeSmallClaimsCourt.aspx
http://www.cookcountycourt.org/FORPEOPLEWITHOUTLAWYERS/HelpDesksintheCourthouse/tabid/818/cid/222/smid/2897/tmid/2803/Default.aspx
http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/Forms/forms.asp
http://www.cookcountyclerkofcourt.org/NewWebsite
http://www.cookcountycourt.org/FORPEOPLEWITHOUTLAWYERS/HelpDesksintheCourthouse.aspx
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/law-library
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/
https://www.carpls.org/

